During the captures of small mammals made near Werbkowice in the Hrubieszów district a young male shrew (Sorex araneus Linnaeus, 1758), the sex organs of which were distinctly enlarged, was caught on August 3rd, 1966. The dimensions of the individual (body length 58 mm, body weight 6 g) and also the small degree of wear of the teeth, appearance of the skull sutures and fur showed clearly that it was a young individual from the first litters of that year.
Secretion to be seen inside.
The additional sex glands such as the prostate, gl. ampullarum and gl. bulbo-urethrales, are all well developed (Photo. 1); the proximal thickening of the spermaduct is also distinct, this not being observed in sexually immature young males. The testes measure 6 X 3.3 mm.
Spermatogonia, spermatocytes of the I and II order and spermatids were observed in the majority of the sperm ducts of the testis. Only a few ducts (mostly circumferential) contained spermatozoa also (Photo. 2). Numerous active Leydig's cells can be seen in the interstitial tissue. The epithelium of the head of the epididymis exhibited intensive secretory activity. The prostate (Photo. 3) and glandular epithelium of gl. ampullarum exhibited intensive secretory activity, as did the epithelium of the vesicles of gl.
bulbo-urethrales. The first, and up to the present the only, mention made of sexual maturation of young males of S. araneus in the first calendar year of life was made by Bauer (1960) . This author caught two sexually active young males on September 4th and November 8th in the Neusiedlersee district in Austria. Their weight was respectively 11.5 and 11.6 g, the testes measured 8X5 mm. Weaker progression of the gonads in young males was observed by P u c e k (1960), but in these cases no spermatozoa were found in the testicles.
The individual described above was in process of sexual maturation. Probably, if it had been caught a month later, it would have been a fully sexually active male. The low body weight (6.0 g) of this individual, characteristic of young sexually immature shrews, would seem to indicate that the sexual maturation of young animals is not necessarily accompanied by a jump in weight (cf. Pucek, 1960) .
